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WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


WFO  55 

AMDT  2 
JUNE  30,  1944 


[WFO  55.  Amdt.  2] 

Part  1405 — Fruits  and  Vegetables 

california  plums 

War  Food  Order  No.  55,  as  amended,  9 
F.R.  4321.  4319  (originally  designated  as 
Food  Distribution  Order  No.  55,  8  F.R. 
7626.  as  issued  on  June  7,  1943,  and  as 
amended,  8  F.R.  10061),  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

§  1405.7  Restrictions  relative  to  the 
shipment  of  plums — (a)  Definitions.  (1) 
"Plums"  means  any  and  all  strains  of 
any  and  all  varieties  of  plums  in  fresh 
form  grown  in  the  State  of  California. 

(2)  "Person"  means  any  individual, 
i   partnership,    corporation,  association, 

business  trust,  or  any  organized  group 
of  persons,  whether  incorporated  or  not. 

(3)  "Ship"  means  to  ship  plums  by 
private  carrier  or  common  carrier  from 
a  point  within  California  to  a  point  out- 
side California. 

(4)  "U.  S.  No.  2  grade"  means  U.  S.  No. 
2  grade  as  defined  in  "U.  S.  Standards  for 
Plums  and  Prunes  (Fresh),"  issued  by 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  on 
May  28,  1937,  and  reissued  by  the  Food 
Distribution  Administration  on  January 
18,  1943.  and  as  in  effect  at  the  time  of 
shipment  of  any  particular  lot  of  plums 
subject  to  this  order. 

(5)  Each  term  denned  in  the  afore- 
said "U.  S.  Standards  for  Plums  and 
Prunes  (Fresh)"  shall,  unless  otherwise 
distinctly  expressed  or  manifestly  incom- 
patible with  the  intent  hereof,  have  the 
same  meaning  when  used  herein  as  is  set 
forth  for  the  respective  term  in  the  "U.  S. 
Standards  for  Plums  and  Prunes 
(Fresh)." 

(6)  "Director"  means  the  Director  of 
Distribution,  War  Food  Administration. 

(b)  Restrictions.  (1)  No  person  may, 
after  July  1,  1944,  ship  plums  which  do 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  U.  S.  No.  2 
grade:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  10 
percent  of  the  plums  in  any  package  or 
container  may  fail  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  said  U.  S.  No.  2  grade,  but  not 
more  than  one-half  of  this  amount,  or 
5  percent  of  the  plums  in  any  package  or 
container,  may  be  seriously  damaged  by 
worms,  sunscald,  or  heat,  and  of  said  5 
percent  not  more  than  one-fifth,  or  1  per- 
cent of  the  plums  in  any  such  package  or 
container,  may  show  decay:  Provided 
further,  That  hail  damage,  with  respect 
to  any  plum,  which  in  depth  does  not  ex- 
ceed A  of  the  minimum  diameter  of  the 
plum  and  which  in  diameter  of  the  ag- 
gregate surface  area  of  such  hail  damage 
does  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  mini- 


mum diameter  of  the  plum  shall  not  be 
considered  serious  damage;  and  plums 
having  such  hail  damage  which  is  not 
serious  damage  may  be  shipped  if  they 
otherwise  meet  the  provisions  of  this 
order. 

(2)  The  Director  may  require  any 
shipper  to  have  any  lot  of  plums  in- 
spected by  an  authorized  representative 
of  the  Federal-State  inspection  service 
prior  to  the  shipment  of  such  plums. 

(3 )  Each  person  shall  submit  promptly 
to  the  Director,  220  Federal  Building, 
P.  O.  Box  No.  230.  Sacramento,  Cali- 
fornia, a  Federal-State  shipping  point 
inspection  certificate  covering  each  lot  or 
shipment  of  plums  shipped  by  him  and 
inspected  by  an  authorized  representa- 
tive of  the  Federal-State  inspection  serv- 
ice, whether  or  not  such  inspection  has 
been  required  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  this  order,  stating:  (i)  the  grade  of 
the  plums  contained  in  such  lot  or  ship- 
ment, or  (ii)  that  the  plums  in  such  lot 
or  shipment  meet  the  requirements  set 
forth  in  this  order. 

(4)  Any  assessment  due  from  a  han- 
dler pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  War 
Food  Order  No.  55,  as  amended  prior  to 
the  effective  date  hereof,  shall  be  col- 
lected by  the  program  manager,  pre- 
viously designated  under  War  Food  Or- 
der No.  55,  as  amended;  and  said  pro- 
gram manager  shall  pay  all  outstand- 
ing obligations  of  the  program  manager 
for  expenses  necessarily  incurred  prior  to 
the  effective  date  hereof  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  War  Food 
Order  No.  55,  as  amended.  The  said 
program  manager  shall,  within  a  rea- 
sonable period  of  time,  sell  all  of  the 
office  furniture,  office  equipment,  and 
other  property  of  the  program  manager 
acquired  with  funds  obtained  as  assess- 
ments from  handlers  prior  to  the  effec- 
tive date  hereof,  and  in  all  respects  en- 
tirely liquidate  the  affairs  of  said  pro- 
gram manager  for  the  period  ending 
with  the  effective  date  hereof.  The  sur- 
plus, if  any,  in  the  hands  of  the  program 
manager  as  a  result  of  the  aforesaid 
liquidation  shall  be  refunded  to  the  con- 
tributing handlers;  and  such  surplus 
shall  be  disbursed  among  the  handlers 
pro  rata  in  proportion  to  their  contribu- 
tion to  the  funds.  The  liquidation,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  completed  prior  to 
September  1,  1944:  Provided,  That  the 
Director  may,  if  he  determines  that  an 
additional  period  of  time  is  reasonably 
necessary,  extend  the  period  in  which 
the  liquidation  shall  be  completed. 

(c)  Audits  and  inspections.  The  Di- 
rector shall  be  entitled  to  make  such 
audit  or  inspection  of  the  books,  records 


and  other  writings,  premises  or  stocks  of 
plums  of  any  person,  and  to  make  such 
investigations,  as  may  be  necessary  or 
appropriate,  in  the  Director's  discretion, 
to  the  enforcement  or  administration  of 
the  provisions  of  this  order. 

(d)  Records  and  reports.  (1)  The  Di- 
rector shall  be  entitled  to  obtain  such  in- 
formation from,  and  require  such  reports 
and  the  keeping  of  such  records  by,  any 
person,  as  may  be  necessary  or  appropri- 
ate, in  the  Director's  discretion,  to  the 
enforcement  or  administration  of  the 
provisions  of  this  order. 

(2)  Every  person  subject  to  this  order 
shall,  for  at  least  two  years  (or  for  such 
period  of  time  as  the  Director  may  desig- 
nate), maintain  an  accurate  record  of 
his  transactions  in  plums. 

(e)  Petition  for  relief  from  hardship. 
Any  person  affected  by  this  order  who 
considers  that  compliance  herewith 
would  work  an  exceptional  and  unrea- 
sonable hardship  on  him  may  apply  in 
writing  for  relief  to  the  Director,  setting 
forth  in  such  petition  all  pertinent  facts 
and  the  nature  of  the  relief  sought.  The 
Director  may  thereupon  take  such  action 
as  he  deems  appropriate,  which  action 
shall  be  final. 

(f)  Violations.  Any  person  who  vio- 
lates any  provision  of  this  order  may, 
in  accordance  with  the  applicable  pro- 
cedure, be  prohibited  from  receiving, 
making  any  deliveries  of,  or  using  plums. 
In  addition,  any  person  who  wilfully  vio- 
lates any  provision  of  this  order  is  guilty 
of  a  crime  and  may  be  prosecuted  under 
any  and  all  applicable  laws.  Further, 
civil  action  may  be  instituted  to  enforce 
any  liability  or  duty  created  by,  or  to 
enjoin  any  violation  of,  any  provision 
of  this  order. 

(g)  Delegation  of  authority.  The  ad- 
ministration of  this  order  and  the  powers 
vested  in  the  War  Food  Administrator, 
insofar  as  such  powers  relate  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  order,  are  hereby 
delegated  to  the  Director.  The  Director 
is  authorized  to  redelegate  to  any  em- 
ployee of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  any  or  all  of  the  authority 
vested  in  him  by  this  order. 

(h)  Communications.  ,  All  reports  re- 
quired to  be  filed  hereunder  and  all  com- 
munications, other  than  those  required  to 
be  submitted  pursuant  to  (b)  (3)  hereof, 
concerning  this  order  shall,  unless  in- 
structions to  the  contrary  are  issued  by 
the  Director,  be  addressed  to  the  Director 
of  Distribution,  War  Food  Administra- 
tion, Washington  25,  D.  C,  Ref .  WFO-55. 

(i)  Effective  date.  This  amendment 
shall  become  effective  at  12:01  a.  m., 
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e.  w.  t.,  July  1,  1944.  With  respect  to 
violations,  rights  accrued,  liabilities  in- 
curred, or  appeals  taken  under  said  War 
Food  Order  No.  55,  as  amended,  prior  to 
the  effective  time  of  the  provisions  here- 
of, all  of  the  provisions  of  War  Pood 
Order  NO.  55,  as  amended,  in  effect  prior 
to  the  date  of  issuance  hereof,  shall  be 
deemed  to  continue  in  full  force  and  ef- 


fect for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  any 
proper  suit,  action,  or  other  proceeding 
with  respect  to  any  such  violation,  right, 
liability,  or  appeal. 

Note  :  All  reporting  and  record -keeping  re- 
quirements of  this  order  have  been  approved 
by,  and  subsequent  reporting  and  record- 
keeping requirements  will  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of,  Bureau  of  the  Budget  in  ac- 


cordance with  the  Federal  Reports  Act  of 
1942. 

(E.O.  9280,  7F.R.  10179;  E.O.  9822,  8  F.R. 
3807;  E.O.  9334,  8  F.R.  5423;  E.O.  9392, 
8  F.R.  14783) 

Issued  this  30th  day  of  June  1944. 

Ashley  Sellers, 
Acting  War  Food  Administrator. 


War  Food  Administration, 
Summary  to  WFO  55  Amendment  2. 

Minimum  grade  requirements  for  ship- 
ments of  the  1944  crop  of  California 
plums  were  announced  today  by  the  War 
Food  Administratidh. 

The  requirements,  included  in  an 
amendment  to  War  Food  Order  55,  effec- 
tive July  1,  stipulate  that  these  plums 
must  be  mature,  but  not  soft,  overripe 
or  shriveled;  and  must  be  free  from  decay 
or  other  serious  damage,  A  tolerance  of 
10  percent  is  allowed.  However,  not 
more  than  5  percent  of  this  volume  may 
be  seriously  damaged  by  worms,  sun- 
scald  or  heat — and  not  more  than  one- 


fifth  of  said  5  percent,  or  1  percent,  may 
show  decay.  The  order  provides  further 
that  plums  showing  hail  damage  may  be 
shipped  if  such  damage  does  not  exceed 
%a  of  the  minimum  diameter  of  the  plum 
in  depth  nor  Vz  the  minimum  diameter 
of  the  aggregate  surface  area.  Except 
for  the  tolerance  with  respect  to  hail 
damage,  these  are  requirements  of  the 
No.  2  grade  as  set  out  in  the  U.  S.  stand- 
ards for  fresh  plums  and  prunes. 

Under  the  amended  order,  WFA's  Di- 
rector of  Distribution  may  require  ship- 
pers to  have  their  plums  inspected  by  the 
Federal-State  Inspection  Service  prior  to 
shipment.  In  these  instances  shippers 
will  be  required  to  submit  promptly  a 


certificate  of  any  inspection  whether  or 
not  required  by  the  Director  to  the 
WFA's  Office  of  Distribution,  220  Fed- 
eral Bldg.,  P.  O.  Box  230,  Sacramento, 
California. 

It  is  believed  that  the  order  will  elimi- 
nate the  shipment  to  eastern  markets  of 
considerable  inedible  fruit,  with  a  conse- 
quent saving  of  critical  packing  mate- 
rials and  supplies.  Enforcement,  of  the 
maturity  regulations  will  delay  harvest 
for  several  days,  thereby  resulting  in 
larger  fruit  and  an  increase  in  produc- 
tion. Experiments  have  shown  that 
plums  increase  in  size  about  1  percent 
a  day  during  the  last  14  days  before 
maturity. 
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War  Pood  Administration 
Office  of  Distribution 
Washington  25,  D.  C, 


Official  Business 


Penalty  for  Private  Use  to  Avoid  Payment  of 
Postage,  $300 
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WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


WFO  55 

TERMINATION 
DEC.  22.  1944 


| WFO  55.  as  Amended.  Termination] 

Part  1405 — Fruits  and  Vegetables 

california  plums 

War  Food  Order  No.  55  18  F.R.  7626), 
as  amended  <8  F.R.  10061,  9  F.R.  4321, 
4319,  7360) ,  is  herety  revoked  and  termi- 
nated as  of  12:01  a.  m.,  e.  w.  t.,  December 
27.  1944. 


With  respect  to  violations,  rights  ac- 
crued, liabilities  incurred,  or  appeals 
taken  under  said  War  Food  Order  No.  55, 
as  amended,  prior  to  the  effective  time 
hereof,  all  provisions  of  said  order  in  ef- 
fect prior  to  the  effective  time  hereof 
shall  be  deemed  to  continue  in  full  force 
and  effect  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
any  proper  suit,  action,  or  other  proceed- 


ing with  regard  to  any  such  violation, 
right,  liability,  or  appeal. 

(E.O.  9280.  7  F.R.  10179;  E.O.  9322.  8  F.R. 
3807;  E.O.  9334,  8  F.R.  5423;  E.O.  9392, 
8  F.R  14783  I 

Issued  this  22d  day  of  December  1944. 

Ashley  Sellers, 
Assistant  War  Food  Administrator. 


War  Food  Administration, 
Summary    to    WFO-55  as 
Termination. 


amended, 


The  War  Food  Administration  has  re- 
voked War  Food  Order  No.  55  which  was 
issued  June  7,  1943  to  define  minimum 


grac'e  requirements  for  interstate  ship- 
ment of  plums  grown  in  California.  The 
order  has  been  in  effect  during  the  last 
two  marketing  seasons  (1943  and  1944". 
The  revocation  is  effective  December  27, 
1944,  and  brings  to  a  total  of  66  the 
number  of  War  Food  Orders  terminated. 
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